
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AMATEUR PLAYERS FACE OFF WITH NHL ALUMNI IN SUPPORT OF AUTISM 

 

Vancouver, BC – On Sunday, January 27th, 2019, at 1:35 p.m., rec league players will hit the ice at Rogers 
Arena with NHL Alumni who were either born in BC or have competed for the Vancouver Canucks. The 
All-Star Game is the headlining event of the Canucks Autism Network (CAN) Pro-Am, presented by 
Modern Green Canada, and will feature eight past NHL stars alongside the top 22 fundraisers 
participating in the two-day tournament.  
 
To participate in the CAN Pro-Am, each of the 16 corporate and rec team had to collectively raise a 
minimum of $20,000 in support of Canucks Autism Network sports and recreation programs for BC 
families living with autism. Over 200 amateur players will be joined by 18 former NHL greats, featuring 
Canucks Alumni from each of the team’s three Stanley Cup Final runs. CAN Pro-Am teams will have the 
opportunity to select NHL Alumni to join their team on Draft Night in Vancouver on Friday, January 25th. 
The more funds a team raises, the higher they draft. 
 
Draft-eligible NHL Alumni include: 

• Brendan Morrison • Chris Higgins  • Josh Gorges  • Kirk McLean 
• Mikael Samuelsson • Raffi Torres  • Cliff Ronning  • Dave Babych 
• Jyrki Lumme  • Geoff Courtnall • Russ Courtnall  • Kyle Wellwood  
• Dana Murzyn  • Gerald Diduck • Matt Pettinger 
• Aaron Volpatti • David Jones  • Jamie Huscroft  
 
 



 
 
 
In addition to the teams who have fundraised to participate, the event has received overwhelming 
community support from donors and sponsors, notably the CAN Pro-Am presenting sponsor, Modern 
Green Canada. 
 
“Being an integral part of the community is part of who we are as a real estate developer,” said 
Raymond K. Li, President of Modern Green Canada. “When we first met with CAN, we immediately 
recognized our shared passion for bringing people together and creating environments where everyone 
can thrive. That is why we are proud to be the Presenting Sponsor of this incredible event.” 
 
Media are invited to watch the CAN Pro-Am All-Star game at Rogers Arena on Sunday, January 27th 
from 1:35 p.m. to 2:25 p.m. Media must check-in at Gate 9. Interview availability with NHL Alumni will 
take place from 12:45 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
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About Canucks Autism Network (CAN) 
Founded by Vancouver Canucks Co-owners Paolo and Clara Aquilini in 2008, Canucks Autism Network 
(CAN) is dedicated to providing sports and recreation programs to individuals and families living with 
autism, while raising awareness and providing training in communities across British Columbia. For more 
information, please visit canucksautism.ca. 
 
For media inquiries, please contact: 
Lindsay Petrie, Manager of Marketing and Communications 
Canucks Autism Network 
lindsay.petrie@canucksautism.ca 
Mobile: 604 788-8565 
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